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is devoted to factors which might have a deleterious effect upon apparently
normal spermatozoa, with chapters on spermigration in the female secretions,
special technics in spermatozoal study, the longevity of spermatozoa in vivo,
the effect of temperature on the survival of spermatozoa in vitro, and abnor-
malities in the female which inhibit impregnation. There is a discussion of arti-
ficial insemination, including selection of a donor, the technic of artificial
insemination, medicolegal aspects, and proof of fertilization. The several
contraceptive technics are reviewed and given an evaluation. Certain factors
contributing to azoospermia, oligospermia and necrospermia are reviewed,
and a few therapeutic measures are discussed. The book is concluded with
a discussion of "theoretical" factors in fertility and sterility and in the control
of sex, with a final chapter entitled "Looking forward: Some unknown fac-
tors in the evaluation of spermatozoa."
In many ways this is an unsatisfactory book, doubtless due to its reflecting
the highly inexact and unsatisfactory state of information on this important
subject. Some aspects are given a treatment which seems extremely uncrit-
ical; but this sort of treatment is, in this instance, perhaps more effective in
emphasizing the inadequacies of present information than would be a criticism
labelled as such. CHARLES W. HOOKER.
PEDIATRIC GYNECOLOGY. By Goodrich C. Schauffler. Year
Book Publishers, Chicago, 1942. 371 pp. $5.
This is a book of convenient size dealing primarily with gynecological
lesions in the young female. The earlier chapters include a discussion of the
anatomy and the anomalies of the external genitalia and the vagina of the
child, special methods of examination and the management and methods of
treatment of the several types of vaginitis and the disorders of adolescence.
In succeeding pages lesions of the urological tract and rectum are considered.
The final chapters deal interestingly with certain social problems which may
arise in association with sexual misconduct toward or by children, and with
the legal and medicolegal aspects involved in the management of sex deviation.
The book is clearly and conservatively written and can be recommended to
any specialist or general practitioner who includes the care of female children
in his practice. ARTHUR H. MORSE.
ANOXIA: ITS EFFECTS ON THE BODY. By Edward J. Van Liere.
The University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1942. xiii + 254 pp.
$3.
Attainment of extremely high altitude in aircraft has become a problem
of paramount military importance. Newspaper articles and even the motion
pictures have dramatized the struggle to provide an adequate supply of oxygen
to motors and aviators, and the number of scientific articles and monographs564 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
on the subject can be numbered in the thousands. Among the latter, the
present volume by Van Liere constitutes a most competent and useful
handbook.
The author begins with a careful and serviceable definition of terms used
to describe the condition of oxygen want in the body, a classification of the
types of anoxia, and he gives a series of charts by which the degree of anoxia
may be expressed. There is a short chapter in which the methods used to pro-
duce anoxia in the laboratory are briefly described. The greater part of the
volume then deals with the influence of anoxia on the major systems of the
body, with other chapters on mountain sickness and acclimatization.
The author has succeeded in giving a reasoned account of most of the
problems concerning anoxia as produced in the laboratory or by high altitudes,
and has shown discrimination in his choice of significant articles for the
bibliographies which conclude each chapter. The problems of anoxia as seen
in the course of disease, or after various types of poisoning, are not dealt with.
The historical aspects of the subject are dealt with incidentally, and somewhat
superficially, and a short historical note by way of introduction is rather too
meagre to be included. HEBBEL E. HOFF.
LANE MEDICAL LECTURES: THE LYMPHATIC SYSTEM. ITS
PART IN REGULATING COMPOSITION AND VOLUME OF TISSUE FLUID.
By Cecil K. Drinker. Stanford University Press, California, 1942.
111 pp. $2.25 (paper, $1.50).
This small volume, containing material presented in a series of five lec-
tures, is an outstanding contribution to the sequence of addresses given under
the auspices of the Lane Medical Lectures since the year 1896.
Appearing shortly after a 400-page text-book on the same subject and
by the same author, it is unusual to find in these lectures both new material
and old material presented from a new approach. Beginning with a chapter
on the physiological principles developed in the evolution of the mammalian
circulation, the succeeding chapters deal with the historical background of
knowledge of the lymphatics and with the anatomy of these vessels.
Finally, unpublished data concerning lymph and blood capillary circula-
tion in heart and lung are presented, and the practical problem of the relation
of the lymphatic system to wound healing is discussed in the light of recent
developments in surgery and medicine.
Considered as a whole, this book is a scholarly and scientific text wherein
history, philosophy, and theory have been carefully and appropriately cor-
related with experimental data to produce a whole in which the present con-
cept of the lymphatic system is clearly defined and the future course of
investigation predicted.
The author's concept of the purpose of the book, as defined in his last
paragraph, has been successfully achieved: